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What is your favourite building?
I recently visited all seven of Liam McCormick’s Donegal 

churches and was awestruck by St Conal’s in Glenties. The 

sense of scale and quality of light in the interior is incredible, 

and the subtle flourishes like the animal-headed gargoyles are 

delightful. 

What is your least favourite building?
I don’t like tall buildings in Belfast. We’re a low rise city with 

an underpopulated centre. I’d rather we concentrated on 

developing the Belfast we have rather than striving to be Dubai 

or London. What if Royal Avenue was fully occupied above the 

ground floor? It sounds so simple, but that would be a much 

more exciting city to live in.

Which city stands out as a model of good design?
I really love Porto. The walk between the Eiffel bridges is 

incredibly beautiful. Traces of the medieval city are embedded 

into the hills as they sweep down to the Douro, seamlessly 

combined with nineteenth-century infrastructure; a fantastical 

steampunk aesthetic. It’s also a bonus that you are a short walk 

to countless port cellars.

What made you choose your chosen career path?
I’m not sure; but I’ve been on this path for as long as I can 

remember, despite not having a notion of what architecture 

involved until I started studying. I always loved drawing as 

a child, and I remember drawing complex scenes featuring 

buildings in cross-section. At the time I had no idea what a 

cross-section was, but in retrospect they had an architectural 

sensibility to them.

If you could change one thing about Belfast, from a design 
point of view what would it be?
The Westlink continues to pose a problem for the city. Looking 

back, it was built to solve a set of complex problems, but it’s 

effect on the north and west of the city has been as socially 

violent as the events ‘Troubles,’ blighting these areas for 

decades.

What does good design mean to you?
I think good design should respond to the existing context – 

whether physical or cultural – and seek to enhance it. This is 

why I have such admiration for McCormick’s churches.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I have been working in conservation for the past four years 

and have really enjoyed getting unique views of well-known 

buildings, whether from the basket of a crane or crawling 

through roofspaces and basements; perspectives few people 

get to enjoy.

Favourite movie, band, book, art piece?
Movie: Fritz Lang’s Metropolis; stylish and incredibly influential. 

The story is compelling and the cityscape beautifully realised.

Band: I really like music so I don’t think I could settle on a single 

band, but I really love the album L.A. Woman by The Doors. It 

got me through those long nights in university. 

Book: The ‘Sandman’ series by Neil Gaiman. I have always been 

an avid reader of comic books/graphic novels and Gaiman is 

the absolute master, using myth and story to comment and 

critique modern life. 

Art: I have fond memories of childhood visits to the Ulster 

Museum, and John Lavery’s ‘Daylight Raid from my Studio 

Window’ made a big impression; a strangely calm yet dramatic 

image.   
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